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A BAPTISM SERVICE

We baptise children and adults as part of our main Sunday morning
worship, because it’s a sign of joining the family of God’s people, the
Christian church. Baptising your child means coming to church with
them, reading the Bible to them and praying for them as they grow in
their faith.
You can choose godparents for your child, who promise to care and
pray for your child and support them as they grow in faith. The
parents and godparents publically declare their faith in Jesus and the
child is baptised with water and prayed for.
Because of the weighty promises parents and godparents make when
their child is baptised, we encourage everyone enquiring about
baptism to come on an Alpha course, so they can understand more
about the promises and pledges they are making publically.
The Alpha course covers the big questions about life, including who
Jesus was, why he died and how we can have faith. You can read
more about it here: www.alpha.org.
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A SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING
AND BLESSING

For some parents, the baptism service may contain promises and
statements that they do not feel ready or able to make for
themselves. In these circumstances, we offer a service of
Thanksgiving and Blessing.
This enables the parents to publically give thanks to God for their
child and to pray for them without having to make declarations of
faith and obedience to God that are involved in the baptism service.
You can also choose to have godparents in this service.
This may also be appropriate for parents who feel that baptism is
something they want to keep for when their child is old enough to
make their own statement of faith.
We offer these services as part of our Sunday morning worship, or as
a private service at another time in the week. The service is relatively
short and can be tailored around you and your family. Please
contact the office to discuss this further.

WHAT TO DO NEXT?
We’d love to welcome you into our church family.
If you’re interested in either a Baptism service or a service of
Thanksgiving and Blessing, please come to a morning service and
speak to Rev Sarah Guinness. Services at St Faith’s are at 9.30am
Services at St Paul’s are at 11.00am
You and your children are very welcome. We don’t mind noise, and
there is a crèche and Sunday School. For any queries or for more
information contact the Church office.

PROMISES
MADE BY
PARENTS AND
GODPARENTS
IN BAPTISM
Baptism into the Church of
England is not something that is
done lightly. It involves making
promises before God, and in front
of the church congregation:
Do you reject the devil and all
rebellion against God?
I reject them.
Do you denounce the deceit and
corruption of evil?
I renounce them.
Do you repent of the sins that
separate usfrom God and
neighbour?
I repent of them.
Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?
I turn to Christ.
Do you submit to Christ as Lord?
I submit to Christ.
Do you come to Christ, the way,
the truth and the life?
I come to Christ.

WHAT WE
MEAN BY...
Sacrament:
These are outward and visible
signs of God’s love.
Water:
In baptism, water symbolizes
being washed clean by God. The
Bible links this with the imagery
of dying, in the waters of baptism,
to the old life and being raised to
new life with Christ.
The sign of the Cross:
During a baptism the priest
makes the sign of a cross on the
forehead of your child, using oil or
water. The oil is a sign of
anointing, and empowerment.
Signing on the forehead is like a
badge that we belong to God.
The Candle:
Being baptized is the beginning
of a lifelong journey of faith,
which we live out in our
community. The lighted candle
reminds us to let the light of
Christ in us shine out into the
world.

