
WEDDINGS
Our Guide to your special day



Welcome
Thank you for enquiring about getting married at St Faith’s or St
Paul’s, in the Parish of Brentford. We’d be very happy to talk you
through what’s involved and hope that reading this booklet will
answer some of your practical questions. 

You can also find more information on the Church of England
Weddings website: www.yourchurchwedding.org, which has
plenty of useful resources, and explains the rules about who can
get married where.

Please contact the church office or the member of clergy who is
marrying you with any questions or queries.

The process to plan your wedding with us:
1. Complete the Qualifying Connection Form.
2. Meet with clergy to discuss dates and marriage preparation.
3. Pay a deposit to confirm the booking.
4. Planning meeting three months before the wedding.
5. Pay the remainder of the fees within a month of the wedding.

http://www.yourchurchwedding.org/


Wedding Blessings
Whilst the Church of England does not currently permit us to
marry same sex couples in churches, we can offer prayers of
dedication, thanksgiving and God's blessing. If you'd like to know
more please contact Rev Sarah Guinness to discuss this further. 

We can also offer Wedding Blessings. For couples who marry
abroad, it can be a way of ensuring more family and friends can
celebrate the marriage if they were unable to travel to another
country for the legal marriage. The Church of England service is
called a Service of Prayer and Dedication, which is often known as
‘a blessing’. 

It is a simple service acknowledging the commitment already
made between husband and wife during a civil ceremony and asks
for God’s blessing and guidance in your new life together.

Because it is not a marriage service, banns are not required, there
is no exchange of rings and there is no signing of the official
marriage paperwork during the service.

It can be designed to have a similar feel to a wedding with hymns,
readings, flowers, or it can be an intimate, low key service. The
service itself has no statutory fee (because it is not a legal service)
but there are some costs, such as cleaning, verger and music. 



Banns or Marriage and Qualifying Connection
By law, if one (or both) of you lives in the Parish of Brentford you are
automatically entitled to be married at St Faith’s or St Paul’s. If
neither of you live in the Parish there must be a Qualifying
Connection that allows you to be married at either church. When
you first contact the parish office you will be emailed this form to
complete and return. Under Qualifying Connection there is a drop
down box which you need to tick, to indicate how you qualify.

In either case, by law, your intended marriage must be declared on
three Sundays during the main service, in the parish church(es)
where you both live. If either or both of you live elsewhere, you
must contact the local parish Vicar(s) and make sure your Banns
are read. You must then obtain Banns Certificates from these
parish(es) and present them to us. If you do not do this, the
wedding cannot go ahead. So it's your responsibility to ensure that
the Banns are read in the other parish(es).

Please speak to the member of clergy marrying you to make sure
that all paperwork is completed.



Fees
Church of England Fees (as of 2026):

Marriage Service: £566
Banns at St Faith’s or St Paul’s: £39
Banns and Certificate from another church(es): £20 per church

Parish Fees
Organist - This varies between organists. The clergy leading your
wedding can advise but it usually varies from £150 - £200.
Band - If you’d like to bring in your own band, with musicians
you will need to pay £200 for a sound engineer to oversee this.
Verger: £50 
Cleaning Fee £50
Livestreaming: £200

Payment can be made by debit card or bank transfer. We require a
£150 deposit to secure the date and the balance to be paid before
the service. Please note that we cannot offer a choir or bells.

ID Needed
By law, we need to keep a full record of your identities. We will need
the following documents for our records.

Valid Passport OR Valid National Identity Card OR Travel
Document
Full UK Birth Certificate
Change of Name Documents where relevant
Decree Absolute (for divorcees)

AND Bring ONE of the following with your name & address on it:
Utility bill (last 3 months)
Bank or building society statement (most recent)
Council Tax Bill (from last 12 months)
Mortgage Statement (from last 12 months)
Current Tenancy Agreement
Valid full UK or Provisional Driving License



Marriage after Divorce
If one or both of you are divorced you will need to meet with a
member of clergy to discuss the circumstances around the
breakdown of your previous marriage, before we agree to go ahead
with the wedding. More information can be found here:
www.churchofengland.org/life-events.

Marriage Preparation
Before your wedding we will give you some books and resources to
look through together to encourage you to think through your
relationship and married life in more detail.

Order of service
It is a good idea to have an order of service for your wedding
service. If you choose to have your order of service printed, ask to
see a draft and proofread carefully. You may print your own order of
service if you have access to a printer. This is a very popular way of
preparing very creative and original designs. Ensure there are
plenty of copies for unexpected visitors and friends who will turn up
for the service, and especially for late arrivals.

Things to think about when planning the service with the clergy
person:

How many bridesmaids and Ushers? Will the bride walk down
first or the bridesmaids?
Who is 'giving the bride away'? There are two forms of response
in the service to this, so discuss the options. 
Would you like other people to do the reading and prayers?
Think about music and choice and songs (usually two hymns or
songs).
Will you both be giving and receiving rings?
Anything specific to include in the service e.g. children or
reference to family members who aren’t there?



Photography and Recording
Photographers and Videographers may only operate with
permission of the clergy and must make sure they have all required
legal permissions to photograph or record (‘making a record’) those
persons they wish to film. Any liability due to failure to do so rests
solely with the Photographer and/or Videographer.

No Photographer and/or Videographer can enter the Sanctuary
area of either church during a service without the explicit
agreement of the person leading the service and must discuss
what they can and can't do before the start of the service. 

Live streeming
If you'd like to livestream the service to friends and family who can't
be there, this can be arranged and will cost £200. We will give you a
YouTube link to circulate to your family. 

Flowers
If you’d like to have flowers you are welcome to arrange this. We
don’t have pedestals or other stands, so the florist will need to
arrange this and liaise with the church office regarding delivery and
collection.

Wedding Reheasrsal
It is the normal practice a day or two before the wedding to have a
rehearsal in church with the clergy person who is conducting your
wedding. This rehearsal will last about an hour and will give you the
opportunity to walk through the service and practice
the marriage service from start to end. 

In addition to the bride and groom, we encourage the
bridesmaids/maid of honour, the person giving the bride away,
ushers, best man, parents and any other key people to attend this
rehearsal. 



Ushers/Groomsmen
Make sure that there are plenty of ushers and tell them what is
expected of them on the day. They should arrive in good time. They
should escort your guests, especially any elderly relatives, to the
front of the church so that they will be able to see and hear and join
in the service. Inform the ushers if there will be any guests in
wheelchairs or with any disability, so that they are ready to take
care of them.

Parking
Parking at St Paul’s is extremely limited (though may be available
on surrounding roads), while parking at St Faith’s is limited to about
ten spaces. At St Paul’s, guests can park in Morrisons free of charge
for up to 2 hours, but will get a penalty charge notice if they stay too
long. There may be parking available on local streets.

Timing
To ensure your service runs well and to help us as a church, please
can you make every effort to be on time for your wedding. This is
essential if there is another wedding following yours.

Confetti
Biodegradable confetti/rose petals may be thrown outside
the church, on the road, but not inside the church.

The Reception
Ensure that your guests know how to get to the reception from the
church! Give them a copy of a map, or a very detailed and accurate
set of directions.

The Marriage Certificate
You will need to order your Marriage Certificate online from
Hounslow Registry Office, for a fee of £11, after the wedding.



Example Order of Service
Here's a suggested order of service and the following pages contain
suggestions of hymns, Bible readings and music to help you
choose. However, it's your special day so choose things that are
important to you.

Welcome & Opening Prayer

Arrival Music – Entrance of the Bride

First Hymn or song

The Introductions & Declarations

Bible Reading (& other reading – e.g. a poem or sonnet)

The Address

The Marriage Service 

(The Vows, The Giving of Rings, The Proclamation)

Second Hymn or song

The Blessing of the Marriage & Prayers

Second Hymn

Signing the Marriage Document 

Final Blessing

Departure Music



Suggested Hymns
Usually two are selected, but you could have three.
You can hear examples of most of these on YouTube!

Amazing Grace
Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my Heart
Great is thy Faithfulness, O God my Father
In Christ Alone
Jerusalem
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of Creation
Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven
Tell out, my Soul

Suggested Bible Readings
1 John 4:7-8, 13-19
1 Corinthians 13: 1-13
Colossians 3: 12-17
Song of Songs 8:6-7
Psalm 85:10-13

Suggested Wedding Music
You can hear examples of most of these on YouTube

On Arrival
Bridal March from Lohengrin - Wagner
Prince of Denmark's March - Jeremiah Clarke
Trumpet Tune - Purcell
Tuba Tune - CS Laing
Arrival of the Queen of Sheba - Handel
March from Scipio - Handel



On Leaving
Wedding March from Midsummer Night&#39;s Dream -
Mendelssohn
Prince of Denmark's March - Jeremiah Clarke
Trumpet Tune - Purcell
Tuba Tune - CS Laing
Toccata from 5th Symphony - Widor
Arrival of the Queen of Sheba - Handel
March from Scipio - Handel
Le Grand Choeur in D – Guilmant
Nun Danket (chorale prelude on ‘Now thank we allur God’) Karg-
Elert
Rondo from Abdelazar – Purcell
Grand March from Aida - Verdi

Quiet Music Signing of the Wedding Record
Canon in D - Pachelbel
Air from Suite No.3 - JS Bach
Jesu, joy of man's desiring - JS Bach
Cantique de Jean Racine - Fauré
Ave Verum Corpus - WA Mozart
Ave Maria - JS Bach
Ave Maria - Schubert
Pavanne - Fauré
Prière à Notre Dame - Leon Boelman



Getting in touch
Your wedding is an important moment in your life together. If
there is anything we can help with to make it a special day for
you, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

Sarah Guinness

St Paul’s Church, St Paul’s Road, TW8 0PN
      020 8568 7442            office@parishofbrentford.org.uk
parishofbrentford.org.uk

Copyright © Parish of Brentford. Registered charity number 1128611
SCAN ME
find out more

sarah@parishofbrentford.org.uk
07973 766 952
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